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31% session of the Human Rights Council — Item 6 — UPR Outcome Lebanon
Statement by Federatie van Nederlandse Verenigingen tot Integratie van
Homoseksualiteit - COC Nederland
Joined by International Lesbian and Gay Association
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31% session of the Human Rights Council — Item 6 — UPR Outcome Lebanon

Statement by Federatie van Nederlandse Verenigingen tot Integratie van Homoseksualiteit -
COC Nederland, Joined by International Lesbian and Gay Association

Delivered by Mahdi Zaidan
Mr. President,

The following statement has been prepared in partnership with several organizations working' on human
rights related to sexuality and gender identity. Lebanon’s most recent UPR session has received more than
seven different recommendations related to SOGI issues.

The response given by the Lebanese representative to the calls for the decriminalization of homosexuality
is ambiguous, and suggests that the state has no moral or reasonable justification for upholding this
outdated colonial remnant. If Article 534 is indeed enforced lightly (which documentation shows
otherwise) and if progressive court rulings are being acknowledged (which they are not) then why are
individuals still being arrested under the premise of that article? If the state is claiming leniency then how
can the representative justify the continuing utilization of illegal methods to prove homosexuality in the
absence of any evidence? These and many more questions need to be exhaustively and convincingly
addressed by the Lebanese state to demonstrate its commitment to upholding human rights and dignity,
and to decry the very serious violations of both domestic and international agreements that Lebanon has
signed and ratified.

The LGBTQ community in Lebanon remains among the most vulnerable groups, it is frequently the target
of discrimination and prejudice in mainstream media, by government institutions, and in society at large
as has been widely documented by several members of civil society. Government efforts at safeguarding
their lives and livelihoods has until now been limited, which is attested by a complete absence of any
form of anti-discrimination laws or procedures provided by state, non-state, and private institutions.
LGBTQ individuals are vulnerable to police abuse, societal ostracization, deprivation of basic health care
and job security, all perpetrated with impunity and without compensation. For the reasons given above, it
is (therefore) imperative that the state’s decriminalization of homosexuality is followed by effective anti-
discrimination legislation that is inclusive of sexual orientation and gender identity. In order to further
protect this community against abuse, it is incremental that the State provides a transparent legal
apparatus that allows all individuals to seek protection despite legal status in the country.

Finally, and at this time of regional crisis, it is imperative that the Lebanese State immediately puts an end
to its brutal aggression against Syrian LGBT refugees. NGOs have documented the continuous
harassment of state officers against our most vulnerable group of refugees. This harassment takes the
form of raiding houses and arbitrary arrests, alongside to the complete lack of legal mechanism that
allows LGBT refugees to report abuse.

Mr. President, we call on the Lebanese government to reconsider its stance, accept the recommendations
and to take appropriate action.

Thank you

" The statement is endorsed by the NGO Helem from Lebanon.



