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Thank you Mr, President,' -

This statement has been prepared in consultation with 2 wide group of civil society organizatiofis working on the

protection and promotion of human rights of sexual minorities in Liberia.

We weleome the number of recommendations on issues of sexual orientation and gender identity that several

States made duting this cycle, HoWevel we regret the lack of support by the Liberian government to these

reoommendatlons
Mr. President,

'LGBTIL persons in Liberia continue to be subject to différent human rights abuses such as harassment physical
'attacks verbal abuse, mob violence, hate crimes, rehglous mtolerance, negative media expression and. family ’
rejecuon There ate no deliberate efforts by the Liberian government to stop this dire sﬂuatlon or to increase

. access to Jushoe to LGBT persons who have been v10t11ns of these 1njust1ces

The Constltutlon and the Liberian Ieglslatmn do not recogmze the protectlon of i 1ts citizens on the basis of sexual
) ouentatmn and gender 1dent1ty The Penal Code crnnmahzes voluntary sodomy” by same-sex ‘couples w1th a

pena1t1 of up to one year’s.imprisonment. In add1t1011 L1ber1a Tacks proper legal prowsmns,to oombat hate

crimes’ and lllCldGl‘ltS against LGBT; persons.

Mr. Pre31dent :

i

f : .
As consequence of the lack of legal and pohcy protect1ons and a natwnal strafegy to address issues of sexual-

or1entat10n ‘and génder 1de11t1ty, LGBT persons, and othel groups face obstacles to access bas1c servmes
' pm‘tmulaﬂy health servmes at chmes and hospltals Sexualand 1eproduct1ve r1g11ts remain a challenge in leerla
spec1a11y the chssemmatlon of information to specxﬂo vulnerable groups such as sexual rmnorltles, dmg users;

- people hvmg with HIV and sex workels They temain stlgmaﬁzed and d1scnmmated

Mr. Pres1dent - <

We urge the Liberian’ govermnent to” amend and complete the-legislative and msntutmnal f1amewo1k to.
, _eomprehenswely addless dlscnmmatlon on, gmunda of sexual onentatlon gender 1dent1ty and expwssmn
' L1ber1a has oonstltutmnal and 1nst1tut10nal frameworks to support equahty and promote human nghts fo1

' evelyone tlns should also mclude the protec‘uon of LGBT peu;ons

Thank you Mr. Pres1den_t _
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'_1 This statement has been plepated n eonsu]tatmn with the Liberia In1t1at1ve for the PlOl’I’lOt]Dl’l of Rights,
Independence, Diversity, and Equahty (LIPRIDE)




