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Madam President,  

This statement was prepared in consultation with the Eurocentralasian Lesbian* Community (EL*C). 

We are grateful for all the organizers of this panel as COVID-19 has affected women disproportionately, 

especially lesbian, bisexual, trans and intersex (LBTI) women and persons. Those facing additional layers 

of discrimination based on race, colour, age or migrant background, have been impacted even more 

prominently. 

LBTI women have historically faced discrimination in employment, situations which were exacerbated 

by the pandemic, when many lost their jobs and any source of income. Trans women who are doing sex 

work, have been particularly vulnerable due to containment measures which has in turn forced many to 

resort to more unsafe and precarious conditions in order to work. For example, in Argentina, a trans 

woman, unable to work on the street due to isolation measures, was forced to take her client home, 

where he stabbed her several times in April.1  

LBTI families have also faced additional challenges due to lack of legal recognition of their relationships, 

for example the inability to stay in the same country with a partner or their children or to join them. 

At the same time, many LBTI women have been forced to isolate in hostile family conditions, increasing 

experiences of domestic and family violence. For instance, a local group in Singapore reported several 

emergency requests for housing by lesbians who were scared to live at home because of emotional and 

physical violence from their parents.2 

We also see that intimate partner violence skyrocketed during the pandemic, including in LBTI 

relationships. Hence, this phenomenon has been mostly reported in relation to heterosexual couples, 

with extremely limited information on violence in LBTI relationships.3 

Trans and gender non-conforming persons have been specifically affected by gender-based curfew laws 

and policies in several Latin American countries. In Peru, a number of trans women were detained by 

the police when they tried to go out on the “women-only” days.4 In Colombia, many trans persons have 

been denied access to stores or even attacked by police and non-state actors when they went outside.5 

Fortunately, these policies have recently been reversed. 

In addition, trans persons and particularly trans women were deprived of access to hormonal treatment 

and transition-related health services as they were considered non-essential. Intersex women find 

themselves in a similar situation. 



The pandemic has changed the patterns of lesbophobic and transphobic violence and harassment. 

Empty streets became a playground for physical attacks, while the spike in online communications 

created new or heightened vulnerabilities in relation to online hate speech and online harassment 

experienced by LBTI women and persons. 

Isolation, violence and further stigmatization have exacerbated mental health problems experienced by 

LBTI women. According to research from Canada, 42% of the LGBTQI2S6 community reported significant 

impacts on their mental health in the current situation.7 Elderly persons from our community only face 

further isolation. 

In many countries, including but not limited to Egypt, Iran, Poland, South Korea, Turkey, Ukraine and 

the United States, public leaders blamed COVID-19 on LGBTI persons.8 This increased pre-existing 

hatred and stigmatization of LBTI women. 

We have witnessed a number of state responses which neglect to take a human rights and gender just 

approach and which take advantage of the crisis to further pass homophobic and transphobic laws 

which violate the rights of LBTI women and people. For example, Hungary implemented a law reversing 

the ability for trans people for legally changing their gender.9 

In other countries, the pandemic stalled important legislative or policy developments which may benefit 

LBTI women and persons. For instance, in France, the extension of medically assisted procreation to 

single and lesbian women has been postponed ‘because of the health crisis, provoking outraged 

reactions from parliamentarians’.10 

The pandemic has also stalled several important court proceedings which could improve the situation 

for LBTI women. Specifically, in Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados and Saint Lucia where the criminalization 

of same sex intimacy, including between women, is being challenged.11  

At the same time, LGBTI organizations in all parts of the world have mobilized to support their 

communities, including by providing grants for food and medication, shelters, psychosocial support and 

documentation.  

In Colombia and Mexico, civil society groups assisted trans sex workers who have been unable to work 

due to the pandemic by providing medical care and financial support.12  

In Egypt, a number of grassroots LGBTI groups offered mental health support services and information, 

including advice on sexual health, digital security, protection from family violence, and enhancing 

economic situation from home.13  

In South Africa, organizations are assisting LGBT migrants and asylum seekers who do not have access 

to food, government aid, or other forms of essential goods.14 

There have also been examples of good practices from some states.  

For instance, in the Indian state of Manipur, a local government has established quarantine centres and 

facilities for trans individuals who are returning to the state and must self-isolate to ensure that they 

can receive safe and non-discriminatory housing.15  

In Manizales, Colombia, the Women and Gender Equity’s Secretariat, with the support of the Technology 

and Communications Secretariat, launched a pilot project to help sex workers, and in particular trans 

sex workers, to continue doing their job through the internet during lockdown.16 



In Florida, United States, a local school district changed a remote learning platform utilized by schools 

to enable their trans students to use their preferred name.17 

Finally, we would like to express our gratitude to OHCHR for producing a paper on COVID-19 and LGBTI 

people.18 We are calling on all the states to implement the ASPIRE guidelines on COVID-19 response 

and recovery19 prepared by the Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination 

based on sexual orientation and gender identity. We suggest all the stakeholders to collect data on the 

impact of COVID-19 on LBTI women and persons, especially on the issue of intimate partner violence 

as currently there is almost no data on the problem. 

Thank you. 
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