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ITEM 3 - Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights
obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment

Statement by International Lesbian and Gay Association

Delivered by Alejandra Fierro Castro

Mr. President,

We strongly welcome the gender-sensitive approach implemented by the Special Rapporteur in
his report and the interlinkages made with environmental sustainability. We believe that the
systems that exploit nature cause several forms of discrimination and oppression of vulnerable
groups, such as indigenous communities and women in all their diversity.

We also celebrate that the mandate recognizes the multiple and intersecting forms of
discrimination that women face due to their sexual orientation and gender identity. However,
the report could have benefited from more data on LBT+ women when referring to central
information. For instance, LGBT+ groups face an increasing environmental burden due to the high
levels of discrimination in housing, health, and employment systems, which limits their capacity
to respond properly to the environmental crisis. Moreover, same-sex households experience high
exposure to air pollution due to discriminatory housing policies, which might push LGBT+
persons, especially racialized LGBT+ groups, to inhabit low-income neighborhoods plagued by
toxic industries'. In fact, cancer, cardiovascular and respiratory diseases, are found at a high rate
among these groups?. Additionally, during environmental disasters, trans persons are more
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vulnerable to experiencing gender-based violence and exposure to harmful diseases due to their
high risk of homelessness®.

We recommend the Special Rapporteur implement a deeper analysis of the intersection between
gender, SOGI and, ethnicity. Indigenous women girls and persons with diverse and ancestral
sexual orientations, gender identities, gender expressions, and sex characteristics* have a pivotal
role in the designing and executing of climate-change policies and programs. These communities
are heavily impacted by predatory colonial and capitalist systems that drive climate change and
destroy ecosystems. Particularly, trans indigenous groups are continuously affected in their
physical and mental health by the outcomes of environmental disasters, pollution due to large-
scale development projects, high poverty rates, and exclusion generated by harmful gender
norms and stereotypes.

Lastly, we ask the Special Rapporteur how will he engage with LBTI+ women and girls from
underrepresented regions and consult on their environmental sustainability perspectives?

| thank you Mr. President
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