
 

 

 

#2 – UN SPECIAL PROCEDURES & LGBTI ISSUES    

The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association – ILGA World and the International 

Service for Human Rights (ISHR) have compiled a series of factsheets highlighting the work that UN special 

procedures – independent human rights experts, appointed to monitor and report on human rights violations – 

have undertaken to defend the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex (LGBTI) persons. The 

factsheets compile the references and recommendations made by these experts to LGBTI persons, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, gender expression, and sex characteristics (SOGIESC). They cover all thematic 

reports, country visit reports, and communications sent to States between January 2011 and December 2021. 
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WORKING GROUP OF EXPERTS  

ON PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT 

MS. DOMINIQUE DAY (Chairperson, USA) 

Since September 2018 (Until June 2025) 

MS. CATHERINE S. NAMAKULA (SOUTH AFRICA) 

Since March 2021 (Until March 2027) 

MS. BARBARA G. REYNOLDS (GUYANA)  

Since September 2021 (Until September 2027) 

MS. MIRIAM EKIUDOKO (HUNGARY) 

Since June 2021 (Until June 2027) 

MR. SUSHIL RAJ (INDIA) 

Since June 2021 (Until June 2027) 

 

FORMER MEMBERS: 

 

                  - Mr. Ahmed REID (Jamaica) 

    September 2015- June 2021 

-  Mr. Michal BALCERZAK (Poland) 

      November 2014- June 2021 

- Mr. Sabelo GUMEDZE (South Africa) 

 June 2014 - March 2021 

- Mr. Ricardo A. SUNGA III (Philippines) 

    November 2014- June 2021 

 

- Ms. Marie-Evelyne PETRUS (France),  

September 2017 - September 2018 

- Ms. Mireille FANON-MENDEZ FRANCE (France),  

March 2011 - September 2017 

 - Ms. Verene SHEPHERD (Jamaica),  

2010 - 2015 

 - Ms. Monorama BISWAS (Bangladesh),  

2008 - 2014 

- Ms. Mirjana NAJĆEVSKA (The FYR of Macedonia),  
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              EMAIL          WEBSITE 

2008 - 2014 

- Ms. Maya SAHLI (Algeria),  

2008 - 2014 

- Mr. Linos-Alexandros SICILIANOS (Greece),  

2009 - 2011 

- Mr. Ralston Milton NETTLEFORD (Jamaica),  

2008 - 2010 

- Joe FRANS (Sweden), 

2002 – 2009 

- Mr. Roberto BORGES MARTINS (Brazil),  

2002 - 2008 

- Mr. George Nicolas JABBOUR (Syrian Arab Republic),  

2002 - 2008 

- Mr. Peter Lesa KASANDA (Zambia),  

2002 – 2008 

- Ms. Irina MOROIANU-ZLATESCU (Romania),  

2002 - 2008 

 

WORK SUMMARY 

COUNTRIES VISITED 

 

DOES NOT ADDRESS SOGIESC ISSUES:

 Panama (January 2013)  

 

 

ADDRESSES SOGIESC ISSUES: 

 Peru – (February-March 2020) Report, paras. 33, 69, 71, 96. 

 Ecuador – (December 2019) Report, paras. 23, 46. 

 Argentina – (March 2019) Report, paras. 46, 48. 

 Belgium – (February 2019) Report, paras. 63, 75p. 

 Spain – (February 2018) Report, paras. 12, 47. 

 Guyana – (October 2017) Report, para. 33. 

 Germany – (February 2017) Report, paras. 14, 18, 45. 

 Canada – (October 2016) Report, paras. 26, 50, 66, 69, 71, 93c. 

 United States – (January 2016) Report, paras. 28, 56, 59, 115. 

 Italy – (June 2015) Report, para. 34. 

 Sweden – (December 2014) Report, paras. 31, 32, 38, 55. 

 Netherlands – (June/July 2014) Report, para. 42. 

 Brazil – (December 2013) Report, para. 71. 

 United Kingdom – (October 2012) Report, paras. 16, 84. 

 Portugal – (May 2011) Report, para. 19. 

mailto:defenders@ohchr.org
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/srhrdefenders/pages/srhrdefendersindex.aspx
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/HRC/24/52/Add.2&Lang=E
mailto:africandescent@ohchr.org
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/WGAfricanDescent/Pages/WGEPADIndex.aspx
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/44/Add.2
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/44/Add.1
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/59/Add.2
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/59/Add.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69/Add.2
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69/Add.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/60/Add.2
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/60/Add.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/33/61/Add.2
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/33/61/ADD.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/30/56/ADD.2
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/30/56/Add.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/27/68/Add.1
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G13/161/09/PDF/G1316109.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/158/85/PDF/G1215885.pdf?OpenElement
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ANNUAL THEMATIC REPORTS 

 

The Urgency of Now: Systemic Racism and the 

opportunities of 2021 

August 2021 (76th Session GA) 

Good references to LGBTQI, homophobia, and gender 

identity and gender expression (Covid-19 movement 

restrictions on the base of gender affecting transgender 

people, right to health and homophobia, and attacks 

against LGBTQI human rights defenders of African 

descent) Paras. 37, 64, 69. 

Environmental justice, the climate crisis and 

people of African descent 

September 2021 (48th Session HRC) 

Brief reference to LGBTI 

Para. 64. 

 

COVID-19, systemic racism and global protest 

August 2020 (consolidated report to 45th Session Human 

Rights Council (HRC) and 75th Session General Assembly 

(GA)) 

 

 

Brief reference to SOGI 

Para. 26. 

 

Data for racial justice 

September 2019 (42nd Session HRC) 

 

 

Brief reference to sexuality and LGBTI. 

Paras. 59, 84. 

 

The role of negative racial stereotypes and the 

stereotyping of people of African descent in 

perpetuating racially biased decision-making, 

racial disparities and racial injustice 

August 2019 (74th Session GA) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

Framework for a Declaration on the promotion 

and full respect of human rights of people of 

African descent 

September 2018 (39th Session HRC) 

 

 

Brief references to SOGE and “sexual identity”. 

Paras. 41, 47.  

 

 

Leaving no one behind: people of African descent 

and the Sustainable Development Goals 

September 2017 (36th Session HRC) 

 

 

Brief reference to LGBTI people. 

Para. 26.  

 

 

Activity Report and the International Decade for 

People of African Descent 

August 2016 (71st Session GA) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

Interlinkages between recognition, justice and 

development 

September 2016 (33th Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

Activity Report and the International Decade for 

People of African Descent 

August 2015 (70th Session GA) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

Development and people of African descent 

September 2015 (30th Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/234/05/PDF/N2123405.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/234/05/PDF/N2123405.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/A_HRC_48_78_AEV_EN.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/A_HRC_48_78_AEV_EN.docx
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/45/44
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/59
https://undocs.org/en/A/74/274
https://undocs.org/en/A/74/274
https://undocs.org/en/A/74/274
https://undocs.org/en/A/74/274
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/60
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/60
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/71/297
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/71/297
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/33/61
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/33/61
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/70/309
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/70/309
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/30/56
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Activity Report and the International Decade for 

People of African Descent 

August 2014 (69th Session GA) 

 

 

Brief reference to LGBTI. 

(LGBTI persons of African descent in Brazil.)  

Para. 17. 

 

 

People of African descent: access to justice 

September 2014 (27th Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

 

Recognition through Education, Cultural Rights 

and Data Collection 

September 2013 (24th Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

The draft Programme of Action for the Decade 

for People of African Descent (2013-2022) 

September 2012 (21st Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

The International Year for People of African 

Descent 2011 

September 2011 (18th Session HRC)  

 

No SOGIESC references. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

COUNTRY/DATE EXPERTS SITUATION 

   

Brazil 

29 Oct 2021 

Racism 

African Descent 

Freedom of opinion and expression 

Sexual orientation and gender identity 

Violence against women 

Women and girls 

Information received concerning allegations 

of incidents of political violence against 

Afro-Brazilian women, particularly 

transgender Afro-Brazilian women, in 

Brazil. 

United States of 

America 

14 Oct 2021 

Racism 

African Descent 

Migrants 

 

Title 42 is reported to particularly harm 

women, children, families and LGBTQI+ 

migrants, due to their vulnerability to 

intolerance, exclusion and violence based 

on racial and gender identity. Please detail 

the measures that the Government has 

taken to provide gender-responsive 

protection to Haitian women and 

LGBTIQI+ individuals. 

United States of 

America 

16 Oct 2020 

Freedom of peaceful assembly and of 

association 

African Descent 

Arbitrary Detention 

Executions 

Freedom of opinion and expression 

Toxics and human rights 

Health 

Racism 

Torture 

In New York, an eighteen-year-old 

transgender woman was forcibly detained 

by police officers and placed in an 

unmarked vehicle during a demonstration 

denouncing police brutality. She was later 

charged with criminal mischief for damaging 

police cameras and making graffiti. 

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/69/318
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/69/318
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/27/68
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G13/155/86/PDF/G1315586.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G13/155/86/PDF/G1315586.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/152/60/PDF/G1215260.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/152/60/PDF/G1215260.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G11/140/80/PDF/G1114080.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G11/140/80/PDF/G1114080.pdf?OpenElement
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26742
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26711
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26711
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25589
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25589
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Netherlands 

28 July 2020 

Racism 

African Descent 

SOGI 

Women in law and in practice 

Information received concerning the 

Immigration and Naturalisation Service 

(IND)’s intention to deport Mrs. Anita 

Mavita, her husband Mr. Jude Kasangaki, an 

LGBT activist, and their youngest child to 

Uganda, while keeping their other seven 

children who had been forcibly removed 

from their parents and place in foster 

homes in the Netherlands.  

United States of 

America 

8 June 2020 

African descent 

Arbitrary detention 

Disability 

Extrajudicial executions 

Freedom of opinion and expression 

Freedom of assembly and association 

Hazardous substances 

Health  

Housing 

Independent of judges and lawyers 

Mercenaries 

Minority issues 

Older persons 

Poverty 

Racism 

SOGI  

Torture 

Information received concerning several 

recent killings of people of African descent 

in apparently State-endorsed operations in 

the United States. 

United States of 

America 

13 May 2020 

Executions 

African descent 

Health  

Minority issues 

Racism 

SOGI  

Torture  

Information received concerning the 

situation in prisons and other detention 

facilities/establishments in the United States 

of America in light of COVID-19 exposure-

related risks. 

Brazil 

31 December 2018 

African descent 

Extrajudicial executions 

Foreign debt 

Freedom of opinion and expression 

Freedom of assembly and association 

Human rights defenders  

Poverty 

Racism 

SOGI 

Violence against women 

Women in law and in practice  

Follow-up to the communication on the 

murders of Ms. Marielle Franco and her 

driver. 

https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25472
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25335
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25335
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25252
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25252
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=24284
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Brazil 

22 March 2018 

African descent 

Extrajudicial executions 

Foreign debt 

Housing 

Human rights defenders 

Poverty 

Racism 

SOGI 

Violence against women 

Women in law and in practice  

Killing of Marielle Franco and her driver 

on 14 March 2018. Franco was an Afro-

Brazilian human rights defender working 

for the rights of women, people of 

African descent, LGBT people, young 

people in the favelas of Rio de Janeiro and 

socially excluded communities. She 

identified herself as a woman, as a 

feminist, as black, as favelada, as bisexual 

and as married to another woman. 
 

 

https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=23709

