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Country 
Concluding  

Observations 

Topics of 

recommendations 
Recommendations State report 

NGO 

report 

deadline 

Session 

Belize CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1/Add.1 

(2018), para. 15 

SOGI 

LGBTI 

Access to justice 

Criminalisation 

Data collection 

Discrimination 

Harassment 

Hate speech 

Investigation 

Jurisprudence 

Police abuse 

Prosecution 

Punishment 

Stigmatization 

Violence 

Discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity 

14. The Committee welcomes the Supreme Court’s decision in Caleb Orozco v. The Attorney General of Belize et al. (2016), in which the Court 

recognized the unconstitutionality and discriminatory character of section 53 of the Criminal Code with regard to its criminalization of same-sex 

sexual conduct between consenting adults. It remains concerned, however, at credible allegations that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 

intersex individuals are stigmatized and are subject to de facto discrimination in the enjoyment of a range of rights on the basis of their sexual 

orientation and/or gender identity. The Committee is specifically concerned at reports of: (a) hate speech in media targeting lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender and intersex individuals, with total impunity; and (b) violence, harassment and police abuse of authority experienced by 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex individuals, a state of affairs that is exacerbated by the lack of effective investigations into such 

allegations and their lack of documentation in relevant databases (arts. 2, 7, 9, 20 and 26). 

15. The State party should: (a) repeal section 53 of the Criminal Code and decriminalize same-sex sexual conduct between consenting 

adults; (b) explicitly reject any form of social stigmatization, discrimination and violence against persons based on their sexual 

orientation or gender identity and undertake to combat hate speech by public or private persons targeting lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender and intersex individuals; (c) remove any barriers to the enjoyment of rights by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 

intersex individuals; (d) facilitate access to justice by victims of harassment, violence and police abuses, including by strengthening 

trust between lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex individuals and State authorities and increasing the financial and 

human resources of complaint-receiving bodies such as the Professional Standards Branch; and (e) ensure the investigation, 

prosecution and punishment of any act of violence motivated by the victim’s sexual orientation or gender identity and ensure the 

systematic collection of data about such acts. 

Due 2 Nov 

2020 

(a) 2 Nov 

2020 

TBD 

Bulgaria CCPR/C/BGR/CO/4 (2018), 

para. 10 

SOGI 

LGBTI 

Aggravating circumstance 

Data collection 

Discrimination 

Hate crimes 

Hate speech 

Investigation 

Legislation 

Prosecution 

Protected grounds 

Punishment 

Reparation 

Hate speech and hate crimes 

9. The Committee is concerned about reports of increased acts of hate speech and hate crimes, particularly against the Roma community, 

members of religious minorities, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons, migrants and asylum seekers, including racist, 

xenophobic and intolerant speech on television, the media and on the Internet, from persons at the highest levels of government and in 

election campaigns. While noting the legislative reforms aimed at expanding the scope of hate crimes, the Committee remains concerned that 

sexual orientation and gender identity are not recognized as hate motives or grounds of discrimination in either the Criminal Code or the Radio 

and Television Act. It is also concerned at the lack of data regarding criminal hate speech and hate crimes and that these crimes are not 

adequately investigated and prosecuted, since the hate motive is often not taken into account, and the number of convictions is extremely low 

(arts. 2–3, 18–20 and 26–27). 

10. The State party should: 

(a) Amend the Criminal Code and the Radio and Television Act to explicitly include sexual orientation and gender identity as hate 

motives and grounds of discrimination, respectively; 

(b) Ensure that any advocacy of ethnic or racial hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence is prohibited 

in law and in practice, and that persons responsible for such behaviour towards minority groups are held accountable, including State 

officials; 

(c) Effectively enforce criminal provisions against hate crimes and hate speech by ensuring that such crimes are reported, investigated, 

prosecuted and punished with appropriate sanctions, and that victims receive full reparation; 

(d) Strengthen the investigative capacity of law enforcement officials for hate crimes and criminal hate speech, including on the 

Internet and strengthen the mandate and capacity of the Council for Electronic Media to prevent and sanction hate speech in the 

media. 

Due 2 Nov 

2020 

(a) 2 Nov 

2020 

TBD 

Honduras CCPR/C/HND/CO/2 

(2017), para. 41 

LGBTI 

Data collection 

Freedom of assembly and 

association 

Freedom of expression 

Human rights defenders 

Investigation 

Professional groups 

Freedom of expression, freedom of association and violence against human rights defenders 

40. The Committee remains extremely concerned at the acts of violence and intimidation and the persistently high murder rates among, inter 

alia, human rights defenders, journalists, trade unionists, environmental activists, indigenous persons and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex persons, and which are committed by State officials and private individuals and result in the death of persons such as Berta 

Cáceres who were protected under precautionary measures issued by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. The Committee is also 

concerned about the excessive recourse to provisions on defamation and other criminal offences against persons exercising their rights to 

freedom of expression, freedom of assembly and freedom of association and about the continued stigmatization of such persons by 

government officials. The Committee is further concerned by the conviction on 7 June 2017 of three students of the National Autonomous 

Submitted 

15 Aug 2018 

(b) 10 Aug 

2020 

130th (12 

Oct-6 Nov 

2020) 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1%2fAdd.1&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fBGR%2fCO%2f4&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fHND%2fCO%2f2&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCCPR%2fFCO%2fHND%2f32131&Lang=en


Prosecution 

Punishment 

Reparation 

Trainings 

Violence 

University of Honduras and by the criticism that members of the Government, among others, levelled at the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Office of the National Commissioner for Human Rights in relation to their work promoting 

respect for the right to peaceful protest. While the Committee notes the adoption of the Act on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, 

Journalists, Social Communicators and Justice Officials, it regrets that it has not been adequately implemented. The Committee also notes the 

fact that defamation, libel and insult do not carry a prison sentence (arts. 6, 7, 19, 21 and 22). 

41. The State party should, as a matter of urgency, take practical steps to: 

(a) Provide effective protection to, inter alia, human rights defenders, journalists, trade unionists, environmental activists, indigenous 

persons and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons who are subjected to acts of violence and intimidation; 

(b) Increase training and education programmes on the importance of freedom of expression, freedom of association and freedom of 

assembly for law enforcement officers, military personnel, staff of private security companies, judges and prosecutors; 

(c) Ensure that all allegations concerning intimidation, threats and assault are investigated promptly, thoroughly, independently and 

impartially, that the perpetrators are brought to justice and duly punished in accordance with the gravity of the offence and that 

victims receive full reparation; 

(d) Set up a mechanism to ensure that acts of violence and threats against human rights defenders are properly investigated and are 

not treated as ordinary offences; consider introducing a protocol for the Attorney General’s Office on the investigation of such 

offences; and extend the jurisdiction of the Unit for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders to include offences committed by 

private individuals; 

(e) Consider the decriminalization of defamation and, in any case, the application of the criminal law should only be countenanced in 

the most serious cases, and imprisonment is never an appropriate penalty; 

(f) Collect disaggregated data on assaults and murders among human rights defenders, journalists, trade unionists, environmental 

activists, indigenous persons and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons. 

Lithuania CCPR/C/LTU/CO/4 (2018), 

para. 10 

SOGI 

GI 

LGBTI 

Discrimination 

Family 

Freedom of expression 

Gender reassignment 

treatment 

Legal gender recognition 

Legislation 

Marriage 

Same-sex couples 

Stereotypes 

Surgery 

Discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity 

9.The Committee is concerned at the persistence of stereotypical attitudes, prejudice, hostility and discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender and intersex persons. Recalling its previous recommendation (see CCPR/C/LTU/CO/3, para. 8), the Committee remains concerned 

that certain legal instruments, such as the Law on the Protection of Minors against the Detrimental Effect of Public Information, may be applied, 

including by the Office of the Inspector of Journalist Ethics, to restrict media and other content in a manner that unduly restricts freedom of 

expression regarding lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex issues and contributes to discrimination. While noting the information 

provided by the State party, the Committee remains concerned at various legislative initiatives, including proposed amendments to the Code of 

Administrative Offences, the Constitution and the Civil Code, which would limit the enjoyment of the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender and intersex persons under the Covenant. The Committee is also concerned that same-sex couples are not legally recognized in 

the State party, including those legally married and recognized outside Lithuania. The Committee is further concerned about the lack of clarity 

in legislation and procedures concerning the change of civil status with respect to gender identity, in particular, the absence of legislation 

enabling gender reassignment procedures and change of civil status without undergoing gender reassignment surgery (arts. 2, 3, 16, 17, 19, 23 

and 26).  

10. The State party should intensify its efforts to eliminate discrimination, in law and in practice, against persons on the basis of their 

sexual orientation or gender identity, ensure that legislation is not interpreted and applied in a discriminatory manner against lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons and refrain from adopting any legislation that would impede the full enjoyment of 

their Covenant rights. It should review relevant legislation to fully recognize the equality of same-sex couples and ensure that 

legislation concerning the change of civil status with respect to gender identity is clear and applied in accordance with the rights 

guaranteed under the Covenant, including through the enactment of legislation on gender reassignment procedures.  

Due 27 Jul 

2020 

(a) 27 Jul 

2020 

TBD 

Mongolia CCPR/C/MNG/CO/6 

(2017), para. 12 

SOGI 

LGBTI 

Discrimination 

Family 

Freedom of assembly and 

association 

Freedom of expression 

Harassment 

Investigation 

Legal gender recognition 

Prosecution 

Punishment 

Reparation 

Same-sex couples 

Stereotypes 

Violence 

Discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity 

11. The Committee is concerned about reports of violence, harassment and attacks against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex 

persons, about the failure of the State party to investigate, prosecute and punish such attacks, thus contributing to a culture of impunity and 

about the prevalence of prejudices and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. The Committee is also concerned about 

notable obstacles to the exercise of freedom of assembly by persons belonging to the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex 

community, which further exacerbates their vulnerable status in Mongolian society. The Committee also regrets the absence of legal 

recognition and protection of same-sex couples (arts. 2, 6, 7, 19, 21, 22 and 26). 

12. The State party should intensify its efforts to combat stereotypes and prejudices against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 

intersex persons, and ensure that acts of discrimination and violence directed against them are investigated, that perpetrators are 

prosecuted, and if convicted, punished with appropriate penalties, and that victims are provided with full reparation. The State party 

should also promote and guarantee freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex persons, and should abstain from any unjustified interference with the exercise of these rights and ensure that any 

restrictions imposed comply with the strict requirements of articles 19, 21 and 22 of the Covenant and are not applied in a 

discriminatory manner. The State party should consider legal recognition and protection of same-sex couples. 

Submitted 

16 Jan 2019 

(b) 27 Apr 

2020 

129th (29 

Jun-24 Jul 

2020) 

Sudan CCPR/C/SDN/CO/5 

(2018), para. 30 

Criminalisation 

Death penalty 

Legislation 

Death penalty 

29. The Committee remains concerned that, despite its previous recommendations (CCPR/C/SDN/CO/4, para. 14), the death penalty remains 

imposed for crimes other than the most serious crimes within the meaning of article 6 (2) of the Covenant, meaning crimes involving 

intentional killing. The Committee notes, in particular, within the Criminal Code, that the offences of “undermining the constitutional order” (art. 

Due 2 Nov 

2020 

(a) 2 Nov 

2020 

TBD 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fLTU%2fCO%2f4&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fMNG%2fCO%2f6&Lang=en
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/MNG/CO/6/Add.1
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fSDN%2fCO%2f5&Lang=en


50), espionage (art. 53), apostasy (art. 126), adultery (art. 146) and sodomy (art. 148) do not meet this requirement. Similarly, the Committee 

notes with concern that under article 9 (2) of the Prevention of Human Trafficking Act of 2014, the death penalty may be imposed for certain 

aggravated acts of trafficking, several of which do not meet the threshold of the most serious crimes. The Committee is concerned that the 

death penalty is mandatory, among others, for the offences of murder (art. 130 of the Criminal Code), armed robbery resulting in death (art. 

168 (1) of the Criminal Code), drug trafficking (arts. 15 and 17 of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act of 1994), adultery (art. 

146 of the Criminal Code) and apostasy (art. 126 of the Criminal Code). While noting the State party’s explanations about the methods of 

execution that are actually used, the Committee remains concerned by the possibility of resorting to execution by stoning, which may be 

accompanied by crucifixion, as set forth in article 27 of the Criminal Code, and that such practices continue to enjoy legal sanction (arts. 6–7). 

30. The Committee urges the State party to amend article 27 of the Criminal Code, so as to revoke stoning and crucifixion as an 

officially sanctioned punishment under the national law of the State. The Committee also urges the State party to consider imposing a 

moratorium on the death penalty and ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the Covenant, In the meantime, the State party 

should revise the Criminal Code and the Prevention of Human Trafficking Act, so as to make them strictly compliant with article 6 (2) 

of the Covenant, and restrict the crimes for which the death penalty may be imposed to the most serious ones, understood to be 

crimes involving intentional killing. 

(a) Deadline for NGO reports without taking into consideration state submission 

(b) Deadline for NGO reports after publication of state submission 


