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The Human Rights Treaty Bodies 

The human rights treaty bodies are committees of independent experts that oversee 
the implementation of the United Nations human rights treaties by countries that have 
ratified them- the States Parties. Through periodic reviews, States Parties are obliged 
to submit reports on the steps taken to implement the treaty provisions. 
 

FAQs on the CRPD Committee 

What does the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities do? 
 
The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities monitors the implementation 
of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  It reviews periodic reports 
submitted by States Parties on the implementation of the CRPD at the national level, 
examines individual complaints, and undertakes inquiries of grave and systematic 
violations of the Convention. It is currently composed of twelve independent experts 
with membership expanding to eighteen in January 2011. In 2010, the Committee met 
for two one-week sessions in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Why do States need to submit reports? 
 
Article 25 of the Convention requires States Parties to submit comprehensive reports 
on how the CRPD is being implemented at the national level.  The first report must be 
submitted within two years of ratification, with follow-up reports being submitted at least 
every four years.  These reports are examined by the CRPD Committee after which it 
emits recommendations to the State Party, called Concluding Observations, on further 
action which needs to be taken by the State to comply with the CRPD. 
 
Do States which have signed but not ratified the CRPD, or States which have 
neither signed nor ratified the CRPD have to submit reports? 
 
States which have not ratified the Convention (including those which have only signed 
the Convention) are not obliged to submit reports to the Committee. Signing a treaty 
does not create any legal obligations, but it is an indication of the intention to ratify the 
treaty and to comply with its provisions. 
 
What is the impact of reservations? 
 
States may make reservations to the CRPD upon signature or ratification, and they  
cannot be added later. Reservations exclude or alter the legal effect of certain 
provisions of the CRPD within the State concerned. However, reservations must not be 
incompatible with the object and purpose of the CRPD.  They may be withdrawn at any 
time and the Committee may ask a State whether it has the intention to do so. 
 
When is the initial report due? 
 
The State Party is required to submit an initial report two years after entry into force of 
the CRPD.  Entry into force is when a treaty becomes legally binding on the State.  The 
CRPD entered into force on 3 May 2008, 30 days after the 20th ratification.  For those 



20 States Parties, the initial reports to the CRPD were due on 3 May 2010.  For those 
States who accede to the CRPD after 3 May 2008 (ratification following the date of 
entry into force is technically called “accession”), the date of entry into force is 30 days 
after the accession date.  The initial report is due two years after that date. 

What happens if a State Party does not submit its report on time? 
 
It is not unusual for State Party reports to be overdue.  The Committee will send 
reminders to States Parties requesting that reports be submitted in a timely manner. If 
a State Party report is considered to be significantly overdue, Article 36 (2) allows the 
CRPD Committee to examine the situation in a State Party in the absence of a report.   
 
What time period does the State Party reports cover? 
 
State Party reports should cover the period between entry into force and its submission 
to the Committee even if this period is more than two years. 
 
When will the State Party report be considered by the Committee? 
 
The Committee aims to consider reports within one year after it has been submitted by 
the State Party.  Reports submitted in 2010 and 2011 may however be considered 
within a shorter period of time.  Reports are considered in the chronological order in 
which they are received.  A list of reports received and a provisional schedule for 
consideration by the Committee will be available at 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/Sessions.aspx.  
 
What is the List of Issues? 
 
The list of issues is a series of questions or queries formulated by the Committee to 
clarify or complete the information provided in the State Party report or to allow the 
State Party to update the Committee on any recent changes since the submission of its 
report.  The list of issues is sent to the State Party prior to the consideration of the 
report in plenary session and the State Party is requested to respond in writing to these 
questions.  
  
What are Concluding Observations? 
 
The Committee issues Concluding Observations after the consideration of a State 
Party report.  The Concluding Observations point out the positive aspects, the factors 
and difficulties impeding the implementation of the CRPD, and the principle subjects of 
concern.  The Concluding Observations also make suggestions and recommendations 
for concrete action at national level.   
 
Can DPOs (Disabled Persons Organisations) submit a report to the Committee? 
 
There is no need to have any type of consultative status with the United Nations in 
order to submit a report.  The Committee welcomes the submission of reports and 
other documentation by international, regional, national or local DPOs in order to have 
a better understanding of the problems in the implementation of the CRPD at the 
national level.  
 
What is the deadline for the submission of information from DPOs? 
 
DPOs should aim to submit their report as soon as possible after the submission of the 
State Party report to ensure that it is taken into consideration in all preparatory 



documents.  The report should not be submitted any later than two months prior to the 
consideration of the State Party report by the Committee. 
 
What time period should parallel reports cover? 
 
Parallel reports should cover the period between entry into force and its submission to 
the Committee.  It is possible that the parallel report covers a longer period than the 
State report and should seek to provide the most up-to-date information. 
 
Should DPOs submit a report to the Committee if the State has not yet reported? 
 
The Committee will not examine DPO information on a State Party until the State 
submits a report.  Although the parallel report can be prepared prior to the submission 
of the State Party report, it is better to wait to submit the report to the CRPD Committee 
until after the submission of the State Party report.  This allows the parallel report to 
reflect or comment on the State Party report where necessary.  It also ensures that the 
Committee receives the most up-to-date information from DPOs. 
 
Can individuals complain about their rights being violated? 
 
The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has 
an individual communication procedure which allows individuals or groups of 
individuals who believe that their rights have been or are being violated by a State 
Party to submit a complaint to the Committee. Complaints cannot raise allegations of 
violations which occurred before the State Party ratified the Optional Protocol 
procedure, unless it can be considered a continuing violation. Additionally, complaints 
must fulfill other admissibility criteria such as the exhaustion of domestic remedies. The 
Optional Protocol is an addition to the CRPD and contains its own provisions on 
procedures for submitting a complaint to the CRPD Committee.  As the protocol is 
optional, it needs to be ratified separately and is not automatically binding on State 
Parties to the original treaty.  The Committee can only examine complaints from States 
which have ratified the Optional Protocol even if they have ratified the CRPD.	  

How do I contact the Committee and its members? 
 
It is best to contact the Committee and its members through the Secretariat of the 
CRPD Committee at the Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights.  The 
Secretariat can be contacted via email at crpd@ohchr.org,  or via post at: 
 
Secretariat of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Palais des Nations, 
CH-1211 Geneva 10,  
Switzerland 
 

In addition to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 
what other human rights conventions are relevant? 

All human rights conventions relate to everyone, including persons with disabilities.  
The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights protect against discrimination on 
any basis. There are also human rights conventions dealing with discrimination, such 
as discrimination against women and specific issues or groups of people, such as 
children or migrant workers 



There are nine human rights treaty bodies that monitor implementation of the core 
international human rights treaties :  

• Human Rights Committee (CCPR) 
• Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)  
• Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)  
• Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)  
• Committee Against Torture (CAT) & Optional Protocol to the Convention 

against Torture (OPCAT) - Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) 
• Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)  
• Committee on Migrant Workers (CMW)  
• International Convention on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced 

Disappearance (2006 – not yet entered into force)  
• Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 

These international human rights treaties also contain reporting procedures by which 
States Parties submit periodic reports to a Committee of experts which examines the  
reports and prepares conclusions and recommendations. Making submissions to these 
other human rights treaty bodies is another opportunity for DPOs to provide input on 
the rights of persons with disabilities.   
 


